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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-36 are allowed. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
Changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may; be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Steven Funk on August 30, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . Replace the term "re-determine" and insert -reconfigure- on claim 
i line 13. 

2. Replace the term "re-determining" and insert -reconfiguring- on 
plaim 19, line 9. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With regards to independent claims 1 and 19, the prior art does not • 

specifically disclose or suggest a touch pad comprises a processing unit 
ponnected to the touch pad over a data transmission connection, the processing 
unit being configured to determine a virtual keyboard for the touch pad an a ! 
tactile appearance of the keyboard wherein the processing unit is further 
configured to collect information on the key press and carry out an analysis of 
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them and reconfigure the tactile appearance of the keyboard on the basis ofthe 
collected information and the analysis carried out. 

With regards to dependent claims 2-18 and 20-36, they are allowable 
based on the dependency of claims 1 and 19, respectively. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment ofthe issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Moon et al. (U.S. 6,259,436) "Apparatus and method for 
determining selection of touchable items on a computer touch screen by an ; 
imprecise touch" 

b. Vargas (U.S. 5,748,512) "Adjusting keyboard " 

c. Tecu et al. (U.S. 6,703,924) "Tactile display apparatus" 

d. Blouin (U.S. 5,977,867) "Touch pad panel with tactile feedback" 

e. Gupta (U.S. 6,459,364) "Internet browser facility and method for the 
visually impaired" 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hoi C. Lau whose telephone number is • 
(571)272-8547. The examiner can normally be reached on M- F 8:30am - \ 
5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571)272-2981. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571)273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR ; 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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